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In the specification: 

Please replace paragraph [028] with the following paragraph: 

Figure 2 illustrates a remote metering system 200 in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention. System 200 comprises a plurality of radio telemetry 
devices 100 installed at a plurality of residences 202. Each device 100 is capable of 
relaying meter data and command and control data to and from other devices 100, and 
ultimately to central gateway 208. To relay data, a device 209 100 r eceives and then re- 
transmits the data using radio module 104. The relaying of the data is illustrated by links 
206 in Figure 2. For example, meter data collected by device 100A is transmitted to 
device 100B. Device 100B relays the meter data to device 100C, which relays the data to 
device 100D. Device 100D then relays the data to central gateway 208. In this manner, 
system 200 can be extended over long distances. 

Please replace paragraph 1029] with the following paragraph: 

To further extend the reach of system 4Q Q200, modified radio telemetry devices 
204 can also be employed. Devices 204 are dedicated to relaying data and, as illustrated 
in Figure 3, do not link to meters directly. Thus, device 204 includes an antenna 102, a 
radio module 104, a processor 306, and memory 310, but does not include a meter 
interface 108. The reach'of system 200, therefore, is only limited by the availability of 
radio telemetry devices 1 00 and modified radio telemetry devices 204. 

Please replace paragraph [030] with the following paragraph: 

Attorney Docket No. 42P12237 
Application No. 09/866,505 2 

PAGE 6/18 * RCVD AT 2/24/2005 4:09:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTWFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSD):303 740 6962 * DURATION (mm-ss):044S 



02/24/2005 14:10 FAX 303 740 6962 



B S T & Z 



The relaying capability of devices 100 and 204 r e duc e s reduce t he range required 
of the transmitter portion of radio module 104. This allows short range, low power 
transmitters to be used in radio module 104. One example of a short-range low power 
transmitter is defined in volume 1 of 'The Specification of the Bluetooth ™ System " 
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. The Bluetooth ™ specification 
defines a universal radio interface that uses frequency map (FM) spread spectrum 
techniques and operates in the Industrial-Scientific-Medical (ISM) band. Bluetooth ™ 
transmitters are capable of up to 100 mW of transmit power and ranges of 100m. 



Attorney Docket No. 42P 12237 
Application No. 09/866,505 



3 



PAGE 7/18 * RCVD AT 2/2412005 4:09:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * C9D:303 740 6982 * DURATION (mm-$s):0448 



